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LETTER FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

Dear friends,

In a year of momentous change and heightened 
uncertainty, YBCA continued to ask how arts 
institutions can demonstrate and build on the 
power of collective imagination in our city, 
our region, and beyond. As we all bravely move 
into this new social and political climate, we 
remember and honor the legacy of our dear friend 
and Board Chair, Paul Connolly. Without Paul’s 
leadership and commitment, we simply would not 
be where we are today.

In 2015—16 we stepped up and stepped forward. 
Our belief that art centers belong to the people 
regardless of their ability to pay led us to launch 
our new Pay What You Can membership level 
and together with our community we incubated 
and tested game-changing ideas around labor, 
ecology, and urban futures. Through  arts 
experiences, personal empowerment tools, new 
ventures, and community outreach, we found 
new ways to imagine, iterate, and inspire.

We made great strides in our ongoing pursuit 
to be the place for people to come together, to 
grapple with hard questions, to push forward the 
best ideas in the form of art, new models, and 
policy, building coalitions that bring our vast 
collective resources to this work—and we could 
not do it without your committed and inspiring 
voices in our midst. 

Warmly,

Deborah Cullinan and Rekha Patel

REKHA PATEL
YBCA BOARD CHAIR

DEBORAH CULLINAN
CEO of YERBA BUENA 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS
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2015–16 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Paul Connolly

IN REMEMBRANCE OF YBCA BOARD CHAIR  
PAUL CONNOLLY (1962–2017)

Serving on YBCA’s Board since 2014, Paul’s boundless energy, deep 
commitment, and extensive knowledge propelled YBCA’s pursuit of 
new models for contemporary art centers in the context of their 
communities. As our Board Chair, Paul worked tirelessly to build a 
culture of engagement and to help evolve the organization to new 
levels. He was hands-on, extremely dedicated, and a thoughtful 
partner. He showed up to every project, every meeting, and every 
event with joy and passion. YBCA and the nonprofit sector has lost a 
brilliant and dedicated colleague, leader, and friend. The community 
of YBCA grieves his passing, and our thoughts are with his partner 
Chas Nol, his family, and his friends.
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Why work?
What is a healthy ecosystem?
What is the future of urban life?

Take This Hammer: Art + Activism in the Bay Area  
Opening Night Party. Photo by Tommy Lau.
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OUR MISSION: TO GENERATE CULTURE  
THAT MOVES PEOPLE

In 2015-16 YBCA declared its role as a creative home for civic action, offering 
programs that catalyze positive change in our city and the world. Throughout the 
year, thousands of creative people convened at YBCA to develop, explore, and share 
thought-provoking work, grappling with questions of Personal Labor, Ecology, and 
Urban Futures. 



2015–16 AT A GLANCE

STAFF

88  Full-time

602  Part-time and on-call

243  Volunteers and interns

PARTICIPATION

284,393  People

1,049  Members

505  Featured artists, artist collectives,  

and thought leaders from 27  countries

PROGRAMMING

188  Public programs

117  Commissioned artworks  
and creative projects

4  Large-scale community festivals

2  Public art installations

11  Gallery exhibitions

157  Films screened

11  YBCA Presents performances

19  Community rental partner productions

2015 YBCA 100 Summit. Photo by Alex Herreria.
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In 2015–16 we launched a groundbreaking Pay What You Can Membership program, 
welcoming over 400 new people (and counting) into the YBCA family and ensuring that 
cost is never a barrier to participation at YBCA.

A YEAR OF FIRSTS: 
PAY WHAT YOU CAN MEMBERSHIP

Take This Hammer: Art + Activism in the Bay Area  
Opening Night Party. Photo by Tommy Lau.
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A YEAR OF FIRSTS: 
YBCA 100 SUMMIT

2015 YBCA 100 Summit. Photo by Tommy Lau.

Each year we release the YBCA 100 list, celebrating the innovators, provocateurs, and 
thought leaders who are using their platform to create cultural movement.  
On October 10, 2015, we convened YBCA 100 honorees with our broader community for 
the first annual YBCA 100 Summit, together unearthing urgent questions for our city, 
the region, and beyond.
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A YEAR OF FIRSTS: 
PUBLIC SQUARES

Public Square photo by Tommy Lau.

During two Public Squares our community was invited to engage with 43 creative 
responses developed collaboratively by our Personal Labor, Ecology, and Urban 
Futures think tank cohorts—with ideas ranging from new enterprises and efforts to 
shift policy, original artworks, and more.
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A YEAR OF FIRSTS: 
CENTRAL MARKET SHOWCASE

Central Market Showplace photo by Tommy Lau.

We continued our collaboration with the San Francisco Planning Department, and for 
four consecutive weeks in October the Central Market Showcase explored how our 
streets can be venues for public community programs, performance, education, and 
interaction.

Following the Showcase, over 130 people responded to our open call for creative ideas 
to reimagine public life on Market Street. We selected 45 teams to realize their projects 
in the fall of 2016 as part of the second large-scale Market Street Prototyping 
Festival.
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A YEAR OF FIRSTS: 
EXPANDING YOUTH ARTS

Bessie Carmichael Students. Photo by YBCA Staff.

2015–16 marked the first year of our expanded Youth Arts Program in partnership 
with the San Francisco Unified School District. Now reaching over 700 kids—from 
kindergarteners to high schoolers, both at YBCA and offsite—our artist-educators 
guided students in the development of public art projects inspired by civic issues.

We Walk Here 
K-5 students at Bessie Carmichael Elementary created deeply moving murals which 
were installed on our streets, marking safe walking routes between the students’ 
homes in the Tenderloin and their school in South of Market.

Putting the “A” in STEAM 
MLK Middle School students experienced a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, and Math) approach to learning through creative problem solving with a real client, 
the Portola Branch of the San Francisco Public Library, and built their human-centered 
design skills.

Looking at the Future 
YBCA’s teen artists-in-residence leveraged their artistic talent to convey messages 
around the importance of empathy and connection to empower the individual, create 
movement, and carve out a better future for us all.
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A WARM THANK YOU  
TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS!

$100,000 AND ABOVE

CORPORATIONS
Google.org

FOUNDATIONS
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
The James Irvine Foundation
Panta Rhea Foundation
The Wallace Foundation

GOVERNMENT
Institute of Museum and Library Services

INDIVIDUALS
Anna and Richard E. Gardner Revocable Trust
Leslie and Merle Rabine

ORGANIZATIONS
ArtPlace America

$50,000 AND ABOVE

CORPORATIONS
Salesforce.com

FOUNDATIONS
Gerbode-Hewlett Foundations 2014 

Choreographer Commissioning Awards
Surdna Foundation

GOVERNMENT
California Arts Council
National Endowment for the Arts

INDIVIDUALS
Kevin King and Meridee Moore

$20,000 AND ABOVE

CORPORATIONS
Cushman & Wakefield
Verizon
Wells Fargo Foundation

FOUNDATIONS
The Bernard Osher Foundation
The MAP Fund, supported by the Doris Duke 

Charitable Foundation and the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation

ORGANIZATIONS
Yerba Buena Community Benefit District

$10,000 AND ABOVE

CORPORATIONS
Adobe Foundation
Grosvenor
United Airlines*

FOUNDATIONS
Abundance Foundation
New England Foundation for the Arts
The Sato Foundation
Zellerbach Family Foundation

INDIVIDUALS
Anonymous
Paul Connolly
Mike Wilkins and Sheila Duignan

$5,000 AND ABOVE

CORPORATIONS
U.S. Bank

GOVERNMENT
The Consulate General of The Netherlands  

in New York

INDIVIDUALS
Mary L. Bianco
Rena G. Bransten
Rebecca and Alan Ross
Edward and Catherine Topham
Sam Wick and Leah Wade

Thank you to our contributors for enthusiastically supporting YBCA’s programs with gifts 
made between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. Special thanks to the City of San Francisco  
for its ongoing support.
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$2,500 AND ABOVE

CORPORATIONS
Adobe Matching Gifts Program
Delta Dental Plan of California

INDIVIDUALS
The Abe Farag Family Foundation
Mary and John P. Grossman
Elna Hall, PhD
Kevin Johnson and Karen Jenkins-Johnson
Erik Mayo
Petra Schumann and Rob Wullenjohn
Mark Slee
Meg Spriggs
Srinija Srinivasan

$1,000 AND ABOVE

FOUNDATIONS
Gaia Fund

INDIVIDUALS
Verda Alexander and Primo Orpilla
Berit Ashla and Aron Cramer
Gloria and Saul Feldman
Randi and Bob Fisher
The John and Marcia Goldman  

Philanthropic Fund
Renee Renouf Hall
James Hormel and Michael Nguyen
Kaitlyn and Mike Krieger
Richard Laiderman and Jung-Wha Song
Bruce McDougal and Daniel Rey
Sarah Ratchye and Edward Frank
Sabrina Riddle
Kendra Shimmell and Wyatt Starosta
Vicki Shipkowitz
Anthony St. George and Joel Evans
Marc and Megara Vogl
Harvey and Leslie Wagner Foundation
Jeff Whipps and Susan Greenleaf
Mitchell and Kristen Yawitz

ORGANIZATIONS
Association of Performing Arts Presenters
Stanford University

$500 AND ABOVE

CORPORATIONS
Chevron Matching Employee Funds
Yahoo! Matching Gifts Program

INDIVIDUALS
Anonymous
Jerry Bailey
Glenn and April Bucksbaum
Dr. Daniel Coming and Dr. Elizabeth Widman
Alana Devich and Malkia Cyril
Lisa Doran
Colin Eykamp
Marcia Feitel
Namrata and Ashish Gupta
Shelley Harrison
Jan Hobbel
Leigh Honeywell
Ed and Peggy Kavounas
Liz and Stephen Lapp 
Dennis Leary
Lawrence Li and Philip Tran
David Liff
Grace MacFarlane
Jim Newman and Jane Ivory
Samia Rashed
Raymond Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Rufflesteak
Dr. John Patrick Ryan
Emily Sawtell and Stephen Evans
Steve Smart and Javier Barreto
Neal Strickberger and Ute Frey
In Memory of Christian Zimmern

* denotes in-kind gift
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2015–16 FINANCIALS

TOTAL REVENUE  $14,692,152

Support from City of San Francisco, 23%
Contributions, 19%
Box Office ticket sales, gallery admissions, 

travelling exhibition fees, 2%
Subsidized community programs, 7%
Facility rentals, 15%
Raffle ticket sales (net of expenses), 25%
Naming rights, 7%
Other income, 2%

TOTAL EXPENSES  $14,105,812

Visual arts, 18%
Performing arts, 13%
Film/video, 4%
Community engagement, 14%
Susidized community programs, 13%
Rentals, 18%
General administration and operations, 14%
Fundraising, 6%
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TOTAL EXPENSES  $14,105,812

ARTISTIC PROGRAM EXPENSES

Programs, 80%
Administration, 14%
Fundraising, 6%

$6,302,810$7,000,000
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THANK YOU TO  
OUR 2015–16 VOLUNTEERS!

Ashleigh Adamec

Linda Akiyama

Kris Albert

Pauli Amornkul

Rodney Anderson

Jeanette Arevalo

Anne Averill

Joseph Ayers

Carol Banquer

Martine Barbier

Joyce Barnett

Sarah Barnhart

Ravinder Basra

Elaine Becker

Milton Becker

Rhoda Becker

Elena Behar

Lorraine Bellesi

Andrea Belser

Marissa Bergman

Kathryn Blake

Susan Blomquist

Bob Bloom

Patricia Bourne

David Boyd

Lynn Breger

Brandon Brown

Patricia Bulitt

Laura Bushman

Tony Bushman

Ron Butchko

Joanne Cannell

Armand Caputi

Pamela Carrara

Marian Casey

Angela Chan

Ellen Chang

Elaine Chernoff

Carol Childs

Margaret Christoffer

Francis Collins

Monica Conrady

Bill Coppock

Margia Corner

Feyoena Crommelin

Aida Cruz

Lashon Daley

Naomi Davidman

Rosanna Davila

Forrest Delambert

Clara Delgado

Misia Denéa

Linda Diamond

Airha Dominguez

Kristen Dooley

David Douglass

Phoebe Douglass

Susan Driscoll

Sally Dunham

Laura Duran

Xiomara Duran

Debbie Eng

Mariel Eplboim

Robin Epstein

Renee Erickson

Olga Euben

Janice Evert

Susannah Faulkner

Bob Fernekes

Lucille Fjoslien

Merle Friedenberg

Philip K Fukuda

Zachariah Garn

Janet Gillen

Doris Gluckman

Rosa Goldman

Barbara Goodman

Arden Greenblat

Patricia Grice

Carlo Grunfeld

Amalia Guerrero

Maria Guerrero

Judie Guerriero

Adriana Cristina Guiu

Jeffrey Harding

Di Harris

Ellen Harris

Linda Harrour

Sarah Hart

Melanie Hedal

Janice Heiss

Shirley Herndon

Caitlin Hicks

Beth Hitchcock

Robin Horner

Marisa Huff

Greg Hui

Maude Iggstrom  

& Paul Vallon

Linda Jacobs

Barbara Johnson

Ginny Juhnke

Barbara Kadri

Madison Kane

Hryhorii Karabut

Larissa Kasian

Barbara Kastner

Kathy Kay

Kathy Keeler

Betty Kendall

Salem Kimble

Anita Kitses

Allen Klein

Leslie Klor

Galina Kochneva

Karen Kwok

Annie Lee

Georgia Lee

Jean Lee

Kelsey Leib

Joy Lerner

Gary Demyen  

& Les Partridge

Carol Levine

Connie Levy

Caroline Lew

Mary Lew

Chris Li

Naomi Lidicker

Janet Lim

Sascha Lin

Linda Lipson

Daniel Lo

Connor Loeven

Barbara Loften

Horacio Lopez

Verena Lukas

Diana Lynn

Lana Manglallan

Mendy Marks
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Evelyn Martinez

Bj May

Ellen Mcgarvey

Diana Micairan

Dana Miller

Bonnie Mitchell

Susan Morenstein

Mary Jeanne Moyer

Rachel Mozesson

Esther Mugar

Jan Neufeld

Ely Newman

Margaret Nolte

Doug O’Neill

Alan Oakley

Renee Xedex Olivas

Don Olson

Wendy Oschmann

Eric Ota

Risa Pax

Johanna Payne

Claire Peaslee

Steve Pebble

Emily Peckenham

Lucy Perdichizzi

Keiko Perri

Christine Peterson

Enid Pollack

Tamara Poole

Joan Procter

Anna Proctor

Miki Pryor

Guy Purks

Joyce Putnam

Lisa Quail

Josefina Quieta

Dan Ramsey

Perviz Randeria

Zarin Randeria

Tuesday Ray

Allyson Rickard

Leigh Riley

William Rodarmor

Robin Rogers

Tony Roman

James Rosenfield

Polly Rosenthal

Ethel Ruymaker

Wafaa Sabil

Andre Safar

Laurie Sanchez

Cettina Sava-Cerny

Dana Schafer

Guenet Sebsibe

Shannon Seek

Liz Shaw

Amy Sherman

Susan Sherman

Shabnam Shermatova

David Shiretzki

Beverly Shniper

Jim Sichel & Jane Lu

Megan Simon

Regina Sneed

Jo Spezzano

Diane Springer

Marija Steibliene

Isabel Stephenson

Eddie Sudol

Rita Sullivan

Jane Taber

Catherine Tait

Marilyn Teplow

Carol Thenot

Janet Tom

Janette Tom

Kathy Tom Engle

Ruth Tretbar

Dolly Turnblad

Janis Turner

Melinda Uno

Linda Vallee

Luise Vorsatz

Doug & Carolyn Walkling

Patricia Webb

Jennifer Weeg

Joyce Weissman

Sarah White

Ed Whiteman

Maureen Whiteman

Priscilla Williams

Lynne Windfeldt

Lori Wogsland

Daisy Womack

Christina Wong

Geraldine Wong

Matthew Wu

Marita Yanisch

Melanie Yee

Arthur Young

Sofia Zereyohannes

Haoxiang Zhang

Elisabeth Zurlinden
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YOUR SUPPORT ENABLES US TO PURSUE BOLD NEW WAYS TO TRANSFORM 
OUR CITIES AND LIVES THROUGH ART AND CULTURE. DONATE TODAY

JOIN US

Public Square photo by Tommy Lau.
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http://tickets.ybca.org/dev/contribute.aspx

